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 In this issue of Tailgate Talk allow 
me to depart from my normal agenda 
of sharing market comments and 
production information.  Instead, let me 
take a moment to express my gratitude 
to an industry and its people which have 
enriched my life for the past forty years.  
What better time to reflect on this than 
at Thanksgiving , my favorite holiday.
 Thanksgiving is special for many 
reasons.  It’s the one time of the year 
you can legitimately toss aside diets  and  
immerse yourself guilt free in food and 
drink.   Not to mention, the  chance to 
cheer on your favorite team in a heated 
college football rivalry.  Seriously, it’s 
a holiday rich in tradition where for a 
short time we slow down to focus on 
the most important things in life, family 
and friends.  By putting the world on 
hold for just a minute we can reflect with 
gratitude on the events and individuals 
that shape our lives.
 I consider myself very fortunate to 
work in the agriculture industry as did my 
father, grandfather, and great grandfather 
before me - while equally proud to have 

a son following these same footsteps. I 
know of no other profession where so 
few do so much for so many. Confronted  
with the vagaries of nature and other 
obstacles, ag producers ungrudgingly face 
these challenges and risks.   Unfailingly 
shouldering this responsibility  is a 
testament to their dedicated work ethic, 
pride, stewardship and generosity.  
 Rich in history ag producers are 
truly family oriented.  Many of these 
independent spirits incorporate this into 
their businesses by joining a cooperative.  
Autauga Quality Cotton Association, 
which I’ve had the distinct privilege 
to be a part of for the past twenty-five 
years, embodies such family values. I am 
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genuinely thankful for the  friendships and personal relationships I’ve made over 
the years while working  closely with so many of you.  As in everyday life,  we’ve 
confronted  challenges along the way.  These have been met and overcome by 
maintaining a oneness to seek and find solutions rather than shy away.  This will hold 
true as we go forward, as well.  I commend the leadership of AQCA for often putting 
their own self-interests second to that of the cooperative.  Also, I’m  appreciative 
to our grower members who maintain this same belief in understanding the whole 
is greater than the sum of its parts. Thank you for your support and friendship for 
which I will be forever grateful.
  I would be remiss if I didn’t extend my sincere thanks to our office staff which 
is second to none. They  pride themselves and are devoted to bringing timely and 
efficient marketing services to you.
 In closing, I stand with you in thanking the good Lord for all the blessings in life.  
May you and yours have a happy and safe Thanksgiving!
  

EVERY CROP YEAR IS UNIQUE.
Your marketing plan should 
be, too.


